Minutes of Hellifield Parish Council Meeting
Held on Wednesday 10th September 2025 Hellifield Village Institute – Yorke Room
Attendees: 
Councillors Julian Sleath, Wayne Harding, Karen Dunwoodie, Sophie Lemal and Clerk Julie Sleath. Councillor Simon Myers plus 3 members of the public.                                                                                                                                                                                                            
1. Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on Wed 25 June 2025 were approved and signed
2. Apologies received from Cllrs Harriet Maddock, Neil Bates and Wendy Robinson, PCSOs Jayne Grace and Julia Runciman. It was noted that Cllr Maddock will have been absent for a period exceeding 6 months on 12 September. Cllr Sleath proposed that absence be approved until the next meeting on 12 November, this was seconded by Cllr Dunwoodie and all voted in favour.
3. To record members’ interests: none
4. Public Participation: 
4.1 Owners of Sip and Savour attended regarding Christmas event. Discussed as part of Agenda item 5.4 below. 
5. Village Matters

5.1 To receive any reports of antisocial behaviour –Graffiti on Underpass. a) Culprit identified, parents agreed to pay costs incurred for paint and handyman time to paint (Cllr Harding to recover funds).  

b) An attempt at a red cross was painted to represent the England Flag. A poor example so to be painted over.
5.2 To receive updates from NYCC Police on crime. 44 incidents reported between 24.06. and 08.09.25 Reports include – Firearms admin (licence renewal).  Abandon/Hoax Calls.  Highway disruption – cattle at Nappa /West Marton, broken down vehicle  A65, theft from person. Probation checks, suspect persons on Rowan Lane. Road related offence re manner of driving on A65. Concern for welfare and checked in order by police/ambulance/family. Neighbour dispute. Animal concerns. ASB personal recorded on We Care Scheme records.
3 x RTC on A65. 2 x stolen vehicles – Midland Terr (found and recovered) and 3 on Mill Lane Nappa – 3 arrests made and vehicles recovered. Drugs Crime on Main Road. Persons on Railway Track Haw Lane
5.3 To receive a list of actions from last meeting  Julie Sleath (Clerk to HPC) submitted a report including: Objection submitted re Traffic Regulation Order (Disabled parking space). AGAR completed. Bank reconciliation. All required documents and Police/North Yorks updates added to Website /Noticeboards / Facebook as required; various reports to NY Council re overflowing bins /pedestrian lights issues / flashing lights outside school. After much badgering, NY Council finally repaired the control box on the lamp post on L&Y Terrace.  Warning bollards at the end of Kendal Close were reinstalled; Station Road multiplay finally repaired following vandalism some time ago; allotment vacancy advertised and filled; meeting minutes, agendas etc updated; banking and finances completed and cascaded to Councillors; requested PL Insurance details from Rounders and Football teams. Individual correspondence addressed and planning updates cascaded. Liaised with ENW re removal of lights on Brook Street.

5.4 Christmas Lights Switch on  -planning commenced. Cllr Sleath gave a rundown on previous events and proposed the event to continue as in the past, with date agreed as Friday 28 November subject to availability of Brian Hugill, the Institute and WI. Cllr Lemal seconded and all voted in favour to proceed based on the budget allocated within the precept. The new Café – Sip & Savour attended to advise that they would be arranging a Christmas Event at 5pm to precede the Lights Switch on (6:30pm) with local businesses selling Christmas related products. Both events to be advertised in Aspire Magazine, the Hellifield Herald and the Craven Herald.
6. Council Matters 
6.1  Appoint nominated Trustee and Treasurer to Long Preston & Dist Relief in Need Charity to replace James Hordern – still under review
6.2 Allotments – allotment inspections carried out by Clerk. Entrance way trees to be trimmed. Four now on waiting list.
6.3 Playgrounds – Station Road multi-play platform(s) – Repairs now complete. Fencing on Thorndale awaiting funding.
6.4 Section 106 monies update. Cllr Myers is still attempting to resolve this issue with NY Council. He has had a positive meeting in this respect and will provide a further update, hopefully soon. 
6.5 Annual Tree and Hedge trimming – estimate supplied by TreeTops of Coniston Cold for £730 plus VAT to include all hedges, Barnes Garden, Allotment entrance, low branches at Station Road, and Tree inspection. Cllr Sleath proposed agreement. Cllr Harding seconded the proposal and all voted in favour.
6.6 Mile Marker renovation – it was brought to the Council’s attention by a resident that the historical Milemarker located at the Station Road bus stop (Settle Direction) needs refurbishment. The resident is prepared to pay for the materials, however a volunteer is needed to do the restoration work. NY Council are unable to assist unfortunately. If anyone has the skills to do the painting please contact the Clerk.
7.   Report from North Yorks Councillor, Simon Myers. August is traditionally a quiet month for Local Authorities, but just a few points of interest:

The first tarmac has been laid at Kex Gill and the project is on target to see the road opened in Spring next year.

The repairs to Coniston Bridge are delayed due to the difficulties of procuring a contractor to do the work and more particularly to do the work without closing the road. Whilst the delay is frustrating, I am very keen that the road is not closed for any prolonged period because, as we are all aware, the impact on local roads and residents is unacceptable.

We await the final results of the Government’s ‘Fair Funding Review’, that is, the settlement of funding for Local Authorities. Current indications are that it might not be as bad for NY as we had feared, although it will not be good. We continue to make the case for NY and are working with other large rural Councils to ensure that the needs of our residents are heard. Unfortunately, we suspect that the large Metropolitan Councils will be doing the same, so we will see.

NY is taking a relaxed approach to the ad hoc hoisting of flags etc. We are only likely to remove them where they pose a risk to Highways users or to infrastructure. The flag on the railway bridge in the village was removed by Network Rail, not by NYC and they will no doubt continue to do so.

I anticipate some good news for Craven Leisure in the soon to be published Leisure Investment Strategy. This should be on the Council’s website by the beginning of next week.

I have agreed to give £1000 from my Locality Budget to the Village institute towards the provision of a fully accessible toilet.

Finally, as regards the S. 106 monies issue and in particular that allocated to HPC for the Playgrounds, I am hopeful that the money will be forthcoming sooner rather than later. I have been in discussions with senior Officers and hope that a proposal I have made regarding this will be agreed soon.  

8. Correspondence:
8.1 Request made from householder to cut back trees on Barnes Garden; provide signage for Station Road re Dog Poo; clear obstructed pavement outside abandoned house on Station Road;  clear drains on Midland Terrace. Station Road is unadopted so most of these are householders responsibility, not that of HPC or NYC. A quote has been received for trimming of the trees at Barnes Garden which does fall within the remit of HPC.

8.2 A former Councillor has decided he is unable to continue to cut the grass etc outside the allotments which is land belonging to HPC. He will continue for this year and then this will need to be actioned by the HPC Handyman.  

8.3 Donation request from Local Citizens Advice centre who have assisted several Hellifield residents over the past year. A donation of £50.00 was proposed by Cllr Dunwoodie, seconded by Cllr Harding and all voted in favour.

8.4 The Wesley Centre has approached the Council for a donation to support their funding. Donation budget for 2026 will be considered as part of the Precept review before the year end. Information requested from Wesley Centre in support of their request.
8.5 EV Charger location – NY Council are no further forward with this. A further location has been suggested on Hawthorn Close.
9.   Street Lighting: 
· the repair to the control box for the lamp post on L&Y Terrace is complete (finally)
· ENW correspondence re removing old wooden poles on Brook Street – Light on one pole to be moved to a standalone pole with HPC funding the cost. The second pole does not have a light.
10. Highways: Householder request to replace plastic bollards at junction of Kendal Close and A65 (right hand side as entering Kendal Close) – passed to NYC who approved and NOW COMPLETE
11. Planning items: no comments to any of the below
a) YDNPA Application - C/42/134B - Full planning permission requested for change of use of land for business storage (retrospective) at Goal Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4JR – Applicant: Sutcliffe Construction

b) Application No: ZA25/27065/HH. Planning Approved: Householder application for planning permission for works or extention to a dwelling: first floor side extension and alterations

including repositioned parking area.Haugh Field Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4EH

c) Application Number: ZA25/27163/VAR - Planning Proposal: Section 73 application to vary condition no 2 (Approved Plans) of planning permission referenced 2023/24755/HH. Gallaber Bungalow,

d) Application No: ZA25/27163/VAR Planning Approved: Section 73 application to vary condition no 2 (Approved Plans) of planning permission referenced 2023/24755/HH.Gallaber Bungalow, Kendal Road To Gallaber Farm, Hellifield, BD23 4HS,

       12. Finance -To discuss and approve financial matters including receipts, payments, transfers, donations. 
a. Payments and receipts schedules for June, July and August 2025were signed and approved.
b. Precept to be prepared for approval at next meeting
 13.  To receive items of information and proposals for the agenda of future Meetings. 
Note that Cllr Dunwoodie will be unable to attend and sends apologies in advance.
Note that a Village Spring Clean/Litterpick is to be added to January agenda – Community event 
Meeting concluded at 8:30 pm.
Date of next meeting - in the Village Institute – Wed 12th November  7:30pm.  
All meetings are open to the public and press. The public however, are reminded that they are not permitted to take part in any discussions without the permission of the Council. At the start of each meeting, the Chairman will ask if any members of the public present have any items to bring to the attention of the Council.
Signed           Julie Sleath - Clerk of Hellifield Parish Council – Sept 2025

